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SUMMARY

Marino Pacileo, nicknamed Gorbaciof (Gorbachev) on account of a prominent birthmark on
his forehead, is the accountant at Naple’s Poggioreale prison.
Shy and soft-spoken, Pacileo has only one passion: gambling. When he finds out that the
father of Lila, the young Chinese woman he has fallen in love with, cannot cover a debt
incurred at the gaming tables, Pacileo embezzles the money from the prison’s petty cash
fund and gives it to the girl.   
From that point on, a series of ill-advised wagers, kick-back attempts and armed robberies
sends him on a downward spiral from which he never recovers.     
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CAST

Toni Servillo      Gorbaciof
Mi Yang      Lila
Geppy Gleijeses     The attorney   
Gaetano Bruno     The Arab
Hal Yamanouchi     Lila’s father
Antonio Buonomo     Manager of the robbed supermarket
Agostino Chiummariello    Factory manager

Salvatore Ruocco     Beaten-up prison guard
Francesco Paglino     Armed robber
Salvatore Striano     Armed robber

    
also starring    
Nello Mascia       Vanacore
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PRODUCTION CREDITS

Director   Stefano Incerti
Screenplay   Diego De Silva

      Stefano Incerti
Photography   Pasquale Mari
Editor    Marco Spoletini
Original music  Teho Teardo
Set design   Lino Fiorito
Costumes   Ortensia De Francesco   

Sound    Daghi Rondanini
Sound editing  Fabio Pagotto
Mixing    Marco Coppolecchia   
Sound effects   Tullio Arcangeli   
Casting   Costanza Boccardi

      Alessandra Cutolo
Organisation   Maurizio Fiume   

Lora Del Monte
      Gennaro Visciano
   

Produced by   Luciano Martino   
DEVON CINEMATOGRAFICA

      Edwige Fenech   
IMMAGINE E CINEMA

      Massimo Vigliar   
SURF FILM

      Angelo Curti   
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      Sergio Pelone   
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with the support of    The Italian Ministry of Cultural Resources     
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Distribution  in Italy  LUCKY RED
International distribution   RAI TRADE    

4



DIRECTOR’S NOTES

I began writing   Gorbaciof six years ago. But the first screenplay that Diego de Silva and I
turned out was very different, with a great deal of dialogue and the female role written for
a native Neapolitan. During the lengthy interlude, we meticulously worked at making the
script leaner, especially once Tony Servillo, the actor for whom the lead character was
ultimately tailored, became part of the project.
The result was a screenplay in which the psychology of the characters is expressed through
action, an approach that demands particular care and attention on the part of the director.
In preparing to shoot the film, I realised that I could push the story beyond the bounds of
purely Italian cinema, in the direction of a certain style of Asian or East European film. A

visual, hopefully lyrical narrative would be stressed, with a story of metropolitan solitude
rising to the level of a small apology or a tale with a moral, or at least a metaphorical
element. It would not be a film keyed on realism, despite the authentic Neapolitan setting
in that frontier area, both geographically and ethnically speaking, that is the
neighbourhood around the city’s central train station. Nor would it be a sociological or
semi-documentary film, but rather the story in images of a small life; or rather the story of
a man who appears to be small, penned up in his limited world of locks, money and card
games, but turns out to have an enormous capacity for opening himself up to a new
dimension of love and caring with an Asian girl who can understand what is in his eyes but
not the language he speaks.
All of the above made it necessary to direct the film as simply as possible, never an easy
task. Pointless feats of technical virtuosity had to be avoided, along with provocative

camera angles, verbose dolly shots and whatever else could represent a distraction from
the necessarily taut story line. The goal was to arrive at a pure, essential tale, thanks to the
editing as well, by constructing the film with nothing but indispensable elements, a
challenge made all the more daunting by the already honed-down nature of the script. I
only hope that the effort will be appreciated by filmgoers accustomed to a steady
bombardment of all too often empty effects and fast-paced action meant to mask a lack of
ideas and content, which, at least in terms of the films I have always loved, remain the
heart and soul of the endeavour.

Stefano Incerti   
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STEFANO INCERTI

Stefano Incerti was born in Naples in 1965.   

He has directed six full-length feature films:   

- Il Verificatore    (1995, Kodak Award for a debut film at the Venice Film Festival, David
di Donatello for best first-time director,   Globo d’Oro and   Grolla d’Oro as best
director);   

- Prima del tramonto   (1999, selected for the Lucerne Film Festicval competition);   
- La vita come viene   (2003),    
- L’uomo di vetro   (2007, Taormina, Montreal, Goteborg and other major international

festivals)   
- Complici del silenzio (2009).   
- Gorbaciof   (2010, Venice Film Festival, outside of the competition)   

He also contributed to the group film   I vesuviani   (1997, the episode   Il diavolo nella
bottiglia,   selected for the competition at the Venice Film Festival) and directed three
medium-length films:   L’uomo di carta   (1996, Lucerne,   Cineast  du present)   Ritratti
d’autore: Francesco Rosi (1996) and   Stessa rabbia, stessa primavera   (2003, Venice Film
Festival).
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TONI SERVILLO
(Gorbaciof)

Born in 1959 in Afragola (Province of Naples), director and actor Toni Servillo founded the

Teatro Studio   of Caserta in 1977. At that theatre, he has directed and performed in, among
other productions,   Propaganda (1979),   Norma (1982),   Billy il bugiardo (1983) and
Guernica (1985). In 1986 he began to work with the group   Falso Movimento, playing in
Ritorno ad Alphaville, directed by Mario Martone, and directing   E…, a play based on the
works of Eduardo De Filippo. The following year, he was one of the founders of   Teatri Uniti,
taking part, as both actor and director, in productions inspired by Naples, including
Partitura (1988) and   Rasoi (1991), by Enzo Moscato,   Ha da passà a nuttata   (1989), a work
of Eduardo De Filippo,   Zingari (1993), by Raffaele Viviani, and   Sabato, domenica e lunedì
(2002), a revival of Eduardo De Filippo’s masterpiece that won multiple awards, received
with enthusiasm in Europe’s leading theatres for four straight seasons. With Molière’s   The
Misanthrope   (1995) and   Tartuffe   (2000), as well as Marivaux’s   Les Fausses Confidences
(1998/2005), all translated into Italian by Cesare Garboli, he staged a triptych of great

French theatrical works of the 17th and 18th centuries. The works he has directed for the
theatre also include:   L’uomo dal fiore in bocca (1990/96),   Natura morta (1990), inspired by

the proceedings of the 23rd Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union,   Da
Pirandello a Eduardo (1997), performed by a Portuguese cast at the San Joao Theatre in
Porto,   Benjaminowo: padre e figlio (2004), by Franco Marcoaldi and Fabio Vacchi, and   Il
lavoro rende liberi   (2005) by Vitaliano Trevisan. In 2007 he brought to the stage   La trilogia
della villeggiatura   by Carlo Goldoni, a production still on world tour.
He debuted as a director of opera in 1999, with   La cosa rara by Martin y Soler for Venice’s
Fenice Theatre, following which he directed   Le nozze di Figaro by Mozart,   Il marito
disperato by Cimarosa,   Boris Godunov by Mussorgsky,   Arianna auf Naxos by Richard
Strauss,   Fidelio by Beethoven (with which he opened the 2005 season at the San Carlo

Theatre in Naples) and   L’Italiana in Algeri by Rossini at the Festival of Aix en Provence.   
He has acted in films directed by Mario Martone (Morte di un matematico napoletano,
Rasoi,   I vesuviani,   Teatro di guerra), Antonio Capuano (Luna Rossa), Elisabetta Sgarbi
(Notte senza fine,   Il pianto della statua), Fabrizio Bentivoglio (Lascia perdere, Johnny!),
Andrea Molaioli (La ragazza del lago), Matteo Garrone (Gomorra), and especially Paolo
Sorrentino (L’uomo in più,   Le conseguenze dell’amore,   Sabato, domenica e   lunedì,   Il Divo).
He has received numerous awards, both in Italy and abroad, including three   Nastri
d’Argento and three   David di Donatello, as well as the prestigious European Academy
Award for his roles in the films   Gomorra and   Il Divo.
Following   Gorbaciof, he will be appearing on the silver screen in   Noi Credevamo, directed
by Mario Martone,   Una vita tranquilla, directed by Claudio Cupellini,   Un balcon sur la mer,
directed by Nicole Garcia, and    Il Gioiellino, directed by Andrea Molaioli.
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MI YANG
(Lila)

Born in 1986, Mi Yang has studied at the Shanghai Theatre Academy.

She has been the main actress in several Chinese films and TV series.

The role in   Gorbaciof is her first work in an European film.

 http://blog.sina.com.cn/miyang1227   
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GEPPY GLEIJESES
(The attorney)

Born in Naples in 1954, Geppy Gleijeses is an actor, director and playwright.
From 1993 to 1999, he served as the Artistic Manager of the National Theatre of Milan, and

he is the founder of the Calabria Repertory Theatre (1999).   In July of 2009, he was

appointed Director of the historic Quirino – Vittorio Gassman Theatre.

He has worked with, among others,   Alberto Sordi, Giancarlo Cobelli, Eimuntas Nekrosius,
Remo Girone, Luca De Filippo, Luigi De Filippo, Luciano De Crescenzo, the Taviani brothers,

Ornella Muti, Luca Barbareschi, Cristian De Sica and Massimo Ranieri.

He has performed in many of the works of Eduardo De Filippo, in some cases directing the

productions as well (Chi è cchiù felice e' me, Ditegli sempre di si).   

The numerous theatrical productions he has overseen have featured directors such as   Luigi

Squarzina, Mario Monicelli, Roberto Guicciardini, Aldo Trionfo, Mario Missiroli, Gigi Proietti,
Ugo Gregoretti and Vittorio Caprioli, as well as the actors Alida Valli, Marina Malfatti,
Marianella Bargilli, Arnoldo Foà, Paola Gassman, Ugo Pagliai, Dominique Sanda, Laura
Morante, Regina Bianchi, Isa Barzizza, Paola Quattrini, Mariano Rigillo, Bianca Toccafondi,

Luigi Lo Cascio, Lucia Poli, Marilù Prati and Leopoldo Mastelloni.
As a playwright, his works include   Amore e commedia,   La piazza, Triatro d'avanquartia,

Vorticose passioni   and Lacrime napoletane.

He has won numerous best-actor awards, including the   I.D.I. Award, the Antonio de Curtis

Award, the Gino Cervi Award and the award of the Baltimore International Theatrical

Festival in the U.S..

He has also appeared on television, in productions directed by   G. Patroni Griffi (In
memoria di una signora amica),   Marisa Malfatti and Riccardo Tortora (La scena di Napoli,

Il caso Pupetta Maresca, Il caso Ettore Grande),   Luigi de Filippo (Il Quel piccolo campo),
Luciano Odorisio (Il commissario),   Cinzia Torrini (Dalla notte all'alba),   Mario Missiroli
(L'albergo del libero scambio)   and Vittorio Sindoni (Non lasciamoci più).

His film credits include:

- Chi mi aiuta, directed by Valerio Zecca (1983)
- Così parlò Bellavista, directed by   Luciano De Crescenzo (1984)
- Il Mistero di Bellavista, directed by Luciano   de Crescenzo (1985)
- Il sole anche di notte, directed by the   Taviani Brothers (1990)
- Vacanze di Natale '91, directed by   Enrico Oldoini (1991)
- Gorbaciof, directed by Stefano Incerti (2010)
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NELLO MASCIA
(Vanacore)

Nello Mascia was born in 1946 in Sala Consilina (Province of Salerno). He made his
theatrical debut with Eduardo De Filippo’s company (“Il Sindaco del Rione Sanità”, “Gli
esami non finiscono mai”). Later he founded the theatrical cooperative “Gli Ipocriti”,
serving as the director and the driving force behind the company for roughly 25 years. It
was for this structure that he did much of his work as an actor, director an artistic director.   

Discovered by critics and the public after his work in the 1980 production   Uscita di
emergenza by Manlio Santanelli, in 1983-84 he played Trinculo in the production of
Shakespeare’s   La Tempesta directed by   Giorgio Strelher   at the Piccolo Teatro. Since then,
he has worked in many theatrical productions, obtaining numerous recognitions and

awards.

Since 1986, he has been active in popularising the works of Raffaele Viviani, staging
productions directed by Ugo Gregoretti (L’ultimo scugnizzo),   Maurizio Scaparro   (Fatto di
Cronaca), Armando Pugliese   (Guappo di Cartone),   Antonio Calenda (Musica dei Ciechi) and
Mario Martone (I dieci comandamenti), in addition to others he has directed himself
(Putiferio, Fuori l’autore!, Festa di Piedigrotta).

He made his TV debut in   Tre operai   (1979), directed by Francesco Maselli, followed by
Carmagnola   (1983) and   Conto Montecristo (1997), directed by Ugo Gregoretti, plus, more
recently,   Capri   (2007),   directed by Enrico Oldoini.

His film credits include:

- Morte di un matematico napoletano, directed by Mario Martone.   

- Pacco doppiopacco e contropaccotto, directed by Nanni Loy
- Sono pazzo di Iris Blond, directed by Carlo Verdone
- La cena, directed by Ettore Scola (1998, winning the   Nastro d’Argento as best

supporting actor)
- L’uomo in più, directed by Paolo Sorrentino (2001)
- La ragazza del lago, directed by Andrea Molaioli (2007)
- Il passato è una terra straniera, directed by Daniele Vicari (2007)
- Alza la testa, directed by Alessandro Angelini (2009)
- Gorbaciof, directed by Stefano Incerti (2010)
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DIEGO DE SILVA
(writer and screenwriter)

Diego De Silva, born in Naples in 1964, now divides his time between Salerno and Rome.   

He has written the following novels published by Einaudi:
- La donna di scorta (2001, finalist for the Montblanc Award);
- Certi bambini   (2001, winner of the Campiello Award, finalist for the Viareggio Award,

winner of the Brancati, Fiesole and Bergamo Awards);
- Voglio guardare (2002, winner of the Pisa Award);

- Da un’altra carne (2004, winner of the Melfi Award);   
- Non avevo capito niente (2007, winner of the Naples Award as best Italian book of

the year, finalist for the Strega Award);
- Mia suocera beve (scheduled for publication in the month of September 2010).

His short stories have appeared in various anthologies, including   Disertori (Einaudi, 2000),   
Crimini (Einaudi, 2005),   Deandreide   (Bur, 2006),   Crimini   italiani (Einaudi, 2008) and   Questo
terribile intricato mondo (Einaudi 2008).   

His novel   Certi bambini inspired the film of the same title, directed in 2004 by Antonio e
Andrea Frazzi and winner of numerous awards.

As a screenwriter, he has worked on the following films:
- Certi bambini, directed by Antonio and Andrea Frazzi (2004)
- Sulla mia pelle, directed by Valerio Jalongo (2005)
- I giorni dell’abbandono, directed by Roberto Faenza (2005)
- All the invisible children – the episode directed by Stefano Veneruso (2004)
- Il covo di Teresa, directed by Stefano Sollima (2006)
- Il coraggio di Angela, directed by Luciano Manuzzi (2007)
- L’ultimo Pulcinella, directed by Maurizio Scaparro (2008)
- Gorbaciof, directed by Stefano Incerti (2010)
- Cose dell’altro mondo, directed by Francesco Patierno (2010)

For the theatre, he has written, together with Valeria Parrella and Antonio Pascale,   Tre

terzi, directed by Giuseppe Bertolucci and featuring Marina Confalone, a play produced by
the Naples Reportory Theatre in 2008, plus   Proprio come se nulla fosse avvenuto, directed
by Roberto Andò, with a cast including Anna Bonaiuto, Maria Nazionale and Vincenzo
Pirrotta, staged at Naples’ Darsena Acton in June of 2008.

His books have been translated in England, France, Spain, Germany, Holland, Portugal,
Greece, Israel and the USA.
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PASQUALE MARI
(director of photography)

Born in Naples in 1959 and one of the founders of the   Teatri Uniti, he has also worked as a
freelance director of photography for many other theatrical productions, in addition to the
film versions of   Rasoi and   Finale di partita, directed by Mario Martone,   Una solitudine
troppo rumorosa, directed by Stefano Incerti, and   Sabato, domenica e lunedì, directed by
Paolo Sorrentino
Other projects he has worked on with Mario Martone are the documentaries   Antonio
Mastronunzio pittore sannita (1994) and   Una storia Sahrawi (1996), while he worked with
director Paolo Sorrentino on the short film   L’amore non ha confini (1998).

His film credits as a director of photography include:

- Il Verificatore, directed by Stefano Incerti (1995)
- Isotta, directed by Maurizio Fiume (1996)
- Hamam – Il bagno turco, directed by Ferzan Ozpetek (1997)
- I Vesuviani (1997, two episodes):   

- La salita, directed by Mario Martone

- Il diavolo nella bottiglia,   directed by Stefano Incerti (1997)
- Teatro di guerra,   directed by Mario Martone (1998)
- La ballata del lavavetri, directed by Peter Del Monte (1998)
- Harem soirée,   directed by Ferzan Ozpetek (1998)
- Prima del tramonto, directed by Stefano Incerti (1999)
- L’uomo in più, directed by Paolo Sorrentino (2001)
- L’ora di religione, directed by Marco Bellocchio (2002)
- Tre giorni di anarchia, directed by Vito Zagarrìa (2004)
- La passione di Giosuè l’ebreo,   directed by Pasquale Scimeca (2005)
- Il regista di matrimoni, directed by Marco Bellocchio (2006)
- Lezioni di volo, directed by Francesca Archibugi (2007)
- L’uomo di vetro, directed by Stefano Incerti (2007)

- L’abbuffata,   directed by Mimmo Calopresti (2007)
- Il prossimo tuo, directed by Anne Riita Ciccone (2008)
- Gorbaciof, directed by Stefano Incerti (2010)   
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MARCO SPOLETINI
(editor)

Born in 1964 in Rome, Marco Spoletini began his career as a film editor in 1990.   
He has worked with Matteo Garrone starting from that director’s first short film.
He has edited documentaries directed by Gianfranco Pannone, Giovanni Piperno and Pippo
Delbono; films by Daniele Vicari, Kim Rossi Stuart, Eugenio Cappuccio, Maurizio Sciarra, Aldo
Giovanni & Giacomo, Vincenzo Salemme, Vincenzo Terracciano, Riccardo Milani, Gianluca
Maria Tavarelli, Giovanni Veronesi, Gianni Di Gregorio and Stefano Incerti.

His numerous recognitions and awards include: candidate in 2003 for the   David di Donatello
for   L’imbalsamatore, directed by Matteo Garrone; in 2007 for the   Nastro D’Argento for
Anche libero va bene, directed by Kim Rossi Stuart, and, in 2009, for the   Nastro D’Argento
for   Gomorra   and   Pranzo di ferragosto; in 2003 he won the   Nastro D’Argento and the   Ciak
d’Oro for   L’imbalsamatore and   Velocità massima; the   David Di Donatello in 2009 for
Gomorra and, also in 2009, the   Ciak D’Oro for   Gomorra and   Il passato è una terra
straniera.   
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TEHO TEARDO
(original music)

Teho Teardo began his music career in the early 80’s, working under the pseudonyms MTT

and MEATHEAD. His first four albums were released in both Europe and the US.   

Right from the start, he worked alongside leading figures on the intertnational music scene
(Lydia Lunch, Cop Shoot Cop, Pain Teens, Zeni Geva, Bewitched, Babyland, Scorn, Lee

Ranaldo).   
In 1996 in Birmingham, he established MATERA, a project undertaken together with Mick

Harris (Scorn, Napalm Death, Painkiller). Their album   Same Here was one of the pioneering
forays in drum and bass music. An offshoot of the project was HERE, resulting in the album
Brooklyn Bank, recorded in New York with Jim Coleman (Cop Shoot Cop).
In 2004 he created a new project entitled OPERATOR, together with Scott Mccloud of Girls
Against Boys: their debut album,   Welcome To The Wonderful World, was released in 2004,
after which the group appeared in numerous concerts throughout Europe as the opening
act for the Placebo. He also worked on the music for the play   Rooms by the theatrical
company MOTUS.   
His latest project is entitled MODERN INSTITUTE, and the debut album,   Excellent Swimmer,
was released in 2006 by the prestigious English record producer Expanding Records, eliciting
positive reactions from all over Europe. In the same year, he recorded an album with the
cellist Erik Friedlander. Inspired by the poetry of PierPaolo Pasolini, it was released by the

French producer Bip Hop and greeted with an excellent response throughout the world.

His work for films includes soundtracks for directors Gabriele Salvatores   (Denti), Paolo
Sorrentino (L’amico di famiglia,   Il Divo), Andrea Molaioli (La ragazza del lago),   Guido
Chiesa (Sono stati loro, 48 ore a novi ligure,   Alice è in paradiso, Lavorare con lentezza),
Daniele Vicari (Il passato è una terra straniera), Andrea Manni (Il fuggiasco) and Stefano
Incerti (Gorbaciof).   

He won the   Ciak d'Oro for best soundtrack for the film   Lavorare con lentezza, and he has
been nominated for the   Nastro d'Argento, in addition to being nominated for two   David di
Donatello   award. In 2009 he won the Ennio Morricone Award at the Italian Film Fest and
the   David di Donatello for   Il Divo as best musician.
Working with the theatrical company Socìetas Raffaello Sanzio, he composed the piece
Ingiuria, in which violinist Alexander Balanescu and Blixa Bargeld of the Einsturzende
Neubauten also took part.
With actor Elio Germano, he created the play   Viaggio al termine della notte, based on
Céline’s masterpiece.
The London record producer Expanding Records recently issued an album including the best

of Teho’s work for films, including that done in the period 2004-2008.
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LINO FIORITO
(set design)

A Neapolitan painter and set designer, he was born in Ferrara in 1955 and currently lives
and works in Italy and Cologne.

A member of the avant-garde theatre group   Falso Movimento, he took part in all the
Group’s projects, working on set design and painting, in addition to handling publications,

catalogues and poster art. He has worked on the set design of numerous theatrical
productions, under directors such as Mario Martone, Andrea Renzi, Mauro Bolognini and
Toni Servillo.

At the same time he has continued his work as an artist, exhibiting in numerous galleries.

His film credits include:

- Appassionate, directed by Tonino De Bernardi (1998)

- Rosa Tigre, directed by Tonino De Bernardi (2000)
- L'uomo in più, directed Paolo Sorrentino (2001)
- L’ultimo rimasto in piedi, directed by Ugo Capolupo (2001, short film)
- La notte lunga, directed by Paolo Sorrentino (2001, short film)   
- Le conseguenze dell’amore, directed by Paolo Sorrentino (2004)
- La guerra di Mario, directed by Antonio Capuano (2005)   
- Before it had a name,   directed by Giada Colagrande (2005)
- L’amico di Famiglia, directed by Paolo Sorrentino (2006)
- Il divo, directed by Paolo Sorrentino (2008)

- Gorbaciof, directed by Stefano Incerti (2010)
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